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FIONA STANLEY HOSPITAL — EMERGENCY DEPARTMENT 

517. Ms L. METTAM to the Minister for Health: 
I have a supplementary question. The government has had two and a half years to prepare the health system. 
The SPEAKER: That sounds like a preamble. 
Ms L. METTAM: How on earth is that at all acceptable? 
The SPEAKER: If I start speaking while you are asking a question, it is because you have done a preamble yet 
again, but we have heard the second part of the question, and I will now ask the minister to respond.  

Ms A. SANDERSON replied: 
The executive director went on to outline, and I fully endorse these comments — 

“I am so proud of everyone working at the hospital and of all our colleagues at other South Metro Health 
Service hospitals who provided support. 

That is the way those health service providers are intended to work—that they communicate with each other and 
transfer patients when required. The executive director went on to say — 

“I assure the community that those with life-threatening medical concerns continue to be seen … as 
a priority, but there may be greater wait times for patients with less … needs. 

The executive director said that those patients can be treated safely by a general practitioner or at an urgent care 
clinic, which is appropriate. 
Ms L. Mettam interjected. 
Ms A. SANDERSON: If we want to talk about code yellows, let us talk about code yellows. This year, there have 
been a number of code yellows across our hospital system. In the first three months of 2022, the system experienced 
98 code yellows. In the first three months of 2016, when the opposition was in government, there were 223. It did 
not have a pandemic to manage. It did not even have COVID to deal with. Our system is coping better than it was 
under the former Liberal–National government. 
Ms L. Mettam: Absolute rubbish! 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Order, please! 
Ms A. SANDERSON: The then Liberal government’s response was, “We’re increasing health funding by 
five per cent”. Under this government we have increased it by 22 per cent. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Order, please. 
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